
Fremont County Democratic Party 
Minutes of September 17, 2017 Meeting 

 
 

On Sunday, September 17, 2017, the Fremont County Democratic Party held their monthly meeting in 
Hudson at the Hudson Town Hall. Ten (10) people were in attendance.   
 
Kevin Wilson, Chair, brought the meeting to order. Introductions were made all around. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 
Sandy Martinez handed out copies of the Treasurer's report showing income and expenses from Jan. 1, 
2017 to today. Our checkbook balance at September 17, 2017 is $2,931.83. The scholarship committee 
has not received Proof of Enrollment from Nathan Zimiga, Lander Valley High School senior, so $500 of 
that balance remains to be spent for the last scholarship award when the proper paperwork is received.  
 
WYOMING PROMISE: 
Sandy Martinez updated those present on Wyoming Promise --"A citizens’ grassroots effort to get big 
money out of politics". She explained this is a national non-partisan initiative to overcome the Supreme 
Court decision called "Citizens United" and that Alan Simpson of Wyoming serves on the cross-partisan 
National Advisory Council of American Promise. Gary Curtis and Karen King offered to become 
Circulators for the Wyoming Promise petitions. Sandy will pass this information on to Margie Farias.   
 
It was announced at our last meeting that a public meeting with Ken Chestek, Chairman of Wyoming 
Promise, will be held at the Riverton Library on Thursday, October 5th at 6:30 pm, and at the Lander 
Library on Friday, October 6th at 6:30 pm. Media ads are to advertise these meetings. If anything has 
changed since announcing these meetings a month ago, Margie Farias will be sure to let everyone know.  
 
Three upcoming Farmers Markets are planned on the Reservation and could serve as opportunities for 
getting more signatures on the petitions. The events are held on Thursdays from 4 to 6 pm. The first 
upcoming one is on September 21st at Ethete at the Tribal College. The second is September 28th at 
Arapahoe, and the third is October 5th at the Post Office in Ft. Washakie.    
 
VOTER ACTIVATION TRAINING (VAN): 
Kevin Wilson, Marie Kranz and Karen King participated in VAN on September 9th in Lander. The training 
was put on by Evan Welty of the Wyoming State Party. Kevin said that now that these three have VAN 
access and training, we can start cutting lists when the time comes. However, he would like to have an 
initial planning meeting for strategy, etc., sometime in October, perhaps after the State Central Committee 
meeting in Evanston so he can report back about that, too. 
 
WIND RIVER NATIVE ADVOCACY CENTER: 
The WRNAC will be holding their annual meeting sometime in November. It was discussed to ask if their 
meeting could be opened to the public for the purpose of promoting signatures on the Wyoming Promise 
petitions. Chesie felt it could be done. She agreed to bring up the subject at the next meeting. She said 
their 501(c) is eligible for voter registration events.  
 
Kevin said he met with Milly Friday of “UNITY” last Friday. He commented there is a lot of engagement 
out there! He told those present that he intends to become involved in going to Reservation high schools 
and giving a non-partisan presentation on the history of Indian Voting Rights. He would like to raise 
awareness about voter registration and, particularly, the restoration of voter rights for anyone who has 
committed a non-violent felony. It was suggested to ask WRNAC if this awareness could also be 
promoted that day.  
 
It was agreed that, if the two events were approved and sponsored by the WRNAC, posters could be put 
up all over the Reservation to advertise the events in conjunction with the WRNAC’s annual meeting.      
 



 
POWWOW RESULTS: 
The information Karen compiled after the Shoshone Indian Days was discussed. Karen said she gave the 
information to Mary Haper in hopes that it would be disseminated to all on the FCDP e-mail list. Sandy 
Martinez volunteered to contact Mary and request that she disseminate the information. Karen says she 
is ready to make contact with eligible voters in her district. She says if the Reservation is going to be her 
focus, her goal is to get more data.  
 
Sergio reported on the Arapahoe Powwow. His observation is that, unless there’s food, people don’t stop 
at tables. Another observation is that people love to talk politics, but don’t want to become involved. He 
says one by one is the way to bring people into the fold. Give them the information and then let them 
decide.    
 
MARY FOR GOVERNOR: 
Mary Throne of Cheyenne has officially declared her candidacy for Governor. At our last meeting it was 
suggested we try to get her to come to our January meeting. At today’s meeting, it was agreed that she 
needs to appear on the Reservation now to declare she’s running and to ask, “what are your 
concerns?”.  Karen King expressed that, in close elections, Reservation turnout is make or break for 
a candidate.  It was suggested we contact Mary Throne to encourage her to contact both Business 
Councils, Patrick Goggles, Andy Clifford, Cherokee  Brown and Sergio. After those initial meetings, an 
event introducing her could be planned. Karen King felt Ft. Washakie would be a good venue. 
 
CANDIDATE RECRUITMENT: 
Kevin said now that Mary Throne has declared her candidacy, he would like to get started with candidate 
recruitment here in Fremont County. Joe Barbudo has asked him how candidate recruitment is coming 
along here. The Wyoming Dems have received a grant for a Full-Time Organizer on the Reservation. 
Kevin asked if anyone knew the status of the opening. Those present only knew they had seen the 
position advertised.     
 
Sergio Maldonado spoke about SD 25. He said that Clarence Thomas is actively promoting himself as a 
Republican candidate. Sergio feels it is all about name recognition. Does he want to become involved for 
a 4-year commitment? He feels the time is right across Wyoming but candidates must be extremely 
organized, extremely structural and extremely focused. It is a huge undertaking. Sergio says he is still 
listening and watching. Tribal politics will be at play. He hasn’t made his mind up. He has applied for the 
HR Director at the Casino. He said when he gets it, they will have to “buy in” to his decision.  
 
It seems Sergio would like to run again but other events in his life have to come together first. Although 
he has not declared officially, a run would seem likely.  
 
Although Sergio is technically only working part-time, he has many “part-time” jobs. He is currently 
serving as Interim Director of the Wind River Native Advocacy Center as Jason Baldes is no longer the 
Director. He is also looking into becoming a Registrar on the Reservation. Julie Freese reported there are 
two openings. Karen King has applied before but has been told she’s “too political”. Sergio said he might 
get the same story. However, he would hope that he is considered in the “middle”.  
 
Kevin suggested Sergio touch base with Milly Friday, too. She wants to reach out into the Tribal 
community. There have only ever been two Registrars previously; She asks, why not six?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
	  

	  

 
 
 
 
	  

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY: 
Those present discussed our obligation to clean up our two miles of highway one more time this year to 
get our name printed on the Adopt-a-Highway sign. After discussion it was decided to meet at the Hudson 
Town Hall parking lot at 1:00 pm on Saturday, September 30th. This time we will start our clean-up in the 
middle and work out from there in both directions, ending where we stopped last Spring. Gary Curtis 
again volunteered to drive volunteers to and from our two-mile section. Sandy Martinez volunteered to 
contact Rick Lechner to see if he will make the necessary arrangements with WYDOT for our orange 
vests and garbage sacks. Those present emphasized that we try to recruit as many young people as 
possible to help us on the 30th. The last time we had only one person under the age of 50! The rest were 
between 50 and 80. Sandy Martinez also volunteered to get the event advertised in the Happenings in 
County newspapers as soon as possible.      
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Some members had not heard about Bruce Palmer’s recent bicycle accident. Those who heard as well as 
those who had not were brought up to speed on Bruce’s condition. All were sincerely concerned.  
  
Our next Fremont County Democratic meeting will be on Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 1:00 pm in Hudson 
at the Hudson Town Hall  Please bring a dish to share and your own table service! 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 
Minutes taken for 
Mary Haper, FCDP Secretary by 
 

Sandy  Mar t in e z  
 

Sandy Martinez, FCDP Treasurer 
 
 
 


