
Minutes of June 11, 2017  
 
Meeting called to order at 1:15 by Chair Kevin Wilson.  
 
Minutes of May 2017 were approved, accepted as written.  
 
Sandy Martinez, Treasurer, distributed our financial statement. We have about $3,000 in the bank but 
$2,000 of that is dedicated to paying the scholarship students.  This report was approved.  
 
Discussion was held about the Shoshone Pow Wow, June 23-25 in Fort Washakie.  Karen King is 
taking the lead.  Lennie Poitras offered a tent; Mary will get the bumper stickers (artwork done by 
friend of Kevin); Lennie and Alice Brew are doing a poster; Sue Bell-Milby and Karen will take care of 
handouts.  All items need to get to the Pow Wow by Friday evening, June 23 or to Marie Kranz so she 
can take items to the Pow Wow.  Karen wants Natives to man the tables, the rest of us are 
encouraged to swing by one of the Pow Wow Days.  Grand Entries are 7pm on Friday, 1pm and 7pm 
on Saturday, and 2pm on Sunday at the Pow Wow Grounds.  $300 was approved as a budget for this 
event.  Karen will work up some questions to ask Natives about what do they want to see in political 
candidates and in governmental actions.  The biggest take-away was to LISTEN.  Eric Martinez 
wanted to emphasize that we listen and that Natives'  biggest voice is voting.  
 
Kevin reminded everyone of the Lander Pride Picnic, scheduled for June 25 at Lander City Park.  This 
event is already coordinated with the state party staff so we don't have to do anything except 
attend.  Lennie will be having a booth with rainbow bracelets.  
 
Kevin reported on DNC activities.  This summer is "Resistance Summer".  We should look down 
before we look up--look at people--get face time and listen!  Change through positive actions--your 
biggest voice is to vote.  
 
The DNC is matching donations to the state party during the month of June so June is the month to 
send donations to the Wyoming State Party.  
 
The State Central Committee Meeting will be July 15 in Thermopolis; Martin O'Malley will be the 
speaker.  Details on WyoDems.org website.  A pig roast is part of the event.  
 
Chesie Lee reported that she and Joe Barbuto, Wyoming Party Chair, went to Montana on a 
last minute gig to work door to door for the special election in May.  Chesie reported that it did make a 
difference in the votes!  
 
There will be a special voters' registration held by the county at the Tribal Complex in Fort Washakie 
on June 30.  This event is being advertised by the county clerk.  Karen King will coordinate this 
event.  Lennie will provide a sandwich board.  The Wind River Advocacy is also participating in this 
event.  Karen mentioned Nativevote.org which is working on non-partisan "get out the vote" for all 
tribes.  Karen would like us to do voter outreach on a regular basis, maybe four times a year.  The 
address for this event is 14 North Fork Road, go out Highway 287 to Fort Washakie, turn west at the 
Sinclair station, parking lot on the right and you will see Post Office and Tribal Offices.  
 
Marie Kranz, Vice Chair, provided a Precinct Committee Report.  Plans were to meet after every 
regular meeting but this may change as we often go into overtime at the regular meeting. Precinct 
chairs need to make introductions in their precinct by going door to door, using postcards, or other 
measures. Information gathered during these contacts (change of address, empty house, etc.) will be 
provided to update the VAN database. The State Party has hired someone to do the VAN work 
especially on the Reservation.  
 
Before the next Precinct Committee Meeting we are to get our walking lists ready.  
 
There is an important meeting on Funding Wyoming Schools on July 12 at 10am at the CWC Tribal 
Room in Riverton; we are encouraged to attend.  
 
Margie Farias reported on Wyoming Promise, an arm of American Promise, which has been organized 



to get signatures for a Constitutional Amendment to override the Citizens United Supreme Court 
decision of 2010. That decision said  that corporations had the 1st ammendment right of expression in 
elections.   Margie signed up people to collect signatures.  She will make sure the Secretary of State 
has names of people collecting signatures.  Signatures are needed by February.  19 states have 
already passed this initiative.  Wyoming needs about 38,000 signatures.  A meeting will be held by 
Wyoming Promise on July 1 at the Lander Library.  
 
Our next meeting is July 16.  We decided to NOT have a BBQ this summer as we have too much to do 
already as a county party.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Mary Haper, Secretary 
 


