
Fremont County Democratic Party Convention 
March 15, 2014 
Lander Library 

Minutes 
 

Bruce Palmer, County Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:15 am.  More than 50 people were in 
attendance. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was held to think of those we have lost 
this year who have served our country or community, including two very active Fremont County 
Democrats.  Bruce recognized officers of the Club and those who helped put together the event of 
today. 
 
Bruce updated us on the Fremont County Democratic Party; we now have a great presence on the web  
(TurnFremontBlue.com) and have 758 friends on Facebook.  Democrats are working on the repeal of 
the Vacation Theft Act and on Medicaid Expansion.  Democrats continue to poke at the issues and even 
if we don't get elected, we all need to get involved to move the conversation forward.  Bruce is 
considering starting a group called “Drinking Liberally” at the Lander Bar! 
 
Kathleen O'Leary reported on the Wyoming Democratic Party Central Committee meeting she 
attended. Among the issues discussed were upcoming candidate boot camps, the WDP’s financial 
situation and the upcoming State Convention on May 16 and 17 in Rock Springs. This year’s Nellie 
Tayloe Ross Dinner raised $18,000 with 180 people attending. 
 
Patrick Goggles, HD 33 representative, spoke about the just-completed Legislative Session.  He stated 
the Republicans are in a dog fight with the Right Wing Republicans; lots of talk about guns on campus, 
guns in the schools, the budget, the environment, etc.  The total Wyoming budget for 2015-2016 is 
$8B; $175M will go to local governments (cities, towns, counties).  Patrick has announced he will not 
run again for his position in House District 33.  Bruce presented a framed photo of Patrick at the 2008 
convention to him.  Patrick's service was rewarded with our standing ovation. 
 
Cynthia Nunley, an Affordable Care Act Navigator, spoke about the ACA and mentioned calling 211 
to get information on many things, including finding a Navigator. 
 
Sign up sheets were circulated for delegates needed from the County; 8 men and 9 women signed up 
and a motion was approved to accept the names.  A motion to allow the executive committee to add 
delegates as needed was also approved. The delegates elected are:  

• Mary Haper, Lander 
• Sherry Shelley, Riverton 
• Kathleen O’Leary, Shoshoni 
• Barbara Oakleaf, Lander 
• Jenni Wildcat, Riverton 
• Jacob Wildcat, Riverton 
• Bruce Palmer, Lander 
• Perry Kaufman, Riverton 
• Joseph Pepper, Riverton 
• Jacob Mickelsen, Riverton 
• Rod Haper, Lander 
• Jack Lee, Riverton 



• Steven Miller, Lander 
• Cynthia Nunley, Lander 
• Linda Barton, Lander 
• Patty Bennett, Lander 
• Molly Holt, Fort Washakie 

 
 
Bruce played Charlie Hardy's video. Charlie is a Democratic Party candidate for the U.S. Senate.  Steve 
Miller reported on his recent visit with Charlie at his home.  Hardy needs our support and financial 
resources.  In addition to this race, there will be elections for County Commissioners and numerous 
county offices as well as state Legislative seats and statewide offices , School boards and city councils 
are great places to become part of the political process. 
 
Sherry Shelley introduced our keynote speaker, Pete Gosar, chair of the Wyoming Democratic Party 
and past gubernatorial candidate. 
 
His message was that people matter, Wyoming needs us and “you are the right person”.  Wyoming is 
the first state to stop science in the schools and refuse early childhood education expenditures.  Our 
state's priorities are upside down and do not reflect us as the Equality State.  We need to raise the 
interest and educate folks as to what the Legislature is doing.  Pete also stated that allowing industry to 
“self-police” worker safety is not working and that every 10 days for the last 18 years, a Wyoming 
worker has died on the job. It is time to break the rules, as the rules are not working for the people.  We 
cannot wait for conditions to be right, we have to act as even tiny acts make a difference.  Gosar 
mentioned candidate-training coming up in Pinedale and Casper.  Our infrastructure is important and 
volunteering is important.  Democrats are needed to sign up for precinct chairs and election judges—it 
is free to file for these. 
 
Discussion of our platform was then initiated by a motion to accept the draft of the 16 points platform 
recommended by the Platform Committee; however discussions went back and forth as to what the 
wording was and the length and the motion was not passed, Yea 12 and Nay 20. 
 
A motion was then made to read the 2012 shorter platform of 8 points.  After some discussion, wording 
was changed on the education point.  A Motion was made to add Medicaid Expansion to Point 3, 
Motion passed.  A Motion was made to add wording to Point 1 on wages and that Motion passed.  It 
was moved to end discussion and accept the revised platform and the Motion passed.  A Motion was 
made to allow the executive committee to wordsmith the platform and it passed.  The Platform, as 
amended, will be posted on our website. 
 
The Fremont County Democratic Party 2014 Platform as approved: 
 

The Fremont County Democratic Party will work to: 
 
1 –Improve and strengthen business and job opportunities, and support a fair, livable minimum 
wage. 
2 – Close the gender wage gap and support economic and civil equality for all Wyoming 
residents regardless of age, race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 
3 – Improve access to quality healthcare by expanding Medicaid and support maintaining Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid. 
4 – Protect women's right to make reproductive decisions without governmental intrusion. 



5 – Ensure a fair and equitable tax system. 
6 – Assure quality, affordable education based on proven standards in all subjects for every 
Wyoming resident to ensure a knowledgeable and informed citizenry. 
7 – Protect our environment within the frameworks of the law and evidence-based science. 
8 –Support our veterans and current residents serving in the U.S. Armed Services. 

 
A Motion to adjourn the convention was made at 1:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Haper 
 


