
Fremont County Democrats 
Meeting Minutes 

Hudson, WY 
September 21, 2015 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ron Howard, FCD Chair at 4:13PM.  There were seven members 
in attendance.  Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The minutes from the July 19th and August 16th monthly meetings and the August 19th special meeting 
were read to the members by Rod Haper.  A motion to accept the July 19th minutes without amendment 
was offered by Mike Crosby, seconded by Perry Kaufman and carried unanimously.  A motion to 
accept the August 16th minutes without amendment was offered by Perry Kaufman, seconded by Mike 
Crosby and carried unanimously.  A motion to accept the August 19th minutes without amendment was 
offered by Mike Crosby, seconded by Perry Kaufman and carried unanimously. 
 
Mike Crosby, FCD Treasure, gave the treasurer's report.  The August 2015 beginning balance was 
$402.48.  August income was $409.00 and expenses were $567.24.  The August ending balance was 
$244.24.  A motion to accept the treasurer's report was made by Perry Kaufman and seconded by Bruce 
Palmer.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
A general discussion recapping the August 22nd Wyoming State Central Committee meeting and 
Roosevelt-Kennedy Dinner was then conducted by Ron Howard, Kathleen O'Leary and Rod Haper 
whom had attended the meeting and dinner.  The minutes of the State Central Committee meeting are 
available on the Wyoming Democrat State Party website. 
 
There was a brief discussion outlining the State Party's training initiatives - the online Train-the-Trainer 
(T3) webinar series, County and Precinct Chair handbooks, Voter Activation Network (VAN) and 
VANuals, VoteBuilder and the upcoming November 7th-8th training summit at CWC Riverton. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the status of proposed Wyoming state hate crimes legislation.  There 
is currently zero Republican support for a hate crimes law for the state of Wyoming which is one of 
only five states not having any such statute.  Bruce Palmer noted that Cathy Connolly (D-Laramie) may 
introduce a hate crimes bill in the Wyoming House this session but that it is not expected to reach the 
House floor.  There was some discussion of the unlikelihood of convincing Republican voters of the 
need for a hate crimes law but that Democrats should keep advocating for such a law so that minority 
groups will know that we are supporting them and to draw a distinction between Republican and 
Democrat philosophies. 
 
There was a short discussion about recruiting local candidates for the 2016 elections.  Ron Howard 
expressed interest in running.  Possible candidates are urged to attend the November training summit at 
CWC Riverton. 
 
The status of the FCD T-shirt sales and promotion was discussed.  Sandy Martinez has the bulk of the 
remaining T-shits and Bruce Palmer has a few.  Bruce suggested that we offer them for sale at the 
November training summit at CWC Riverton. 
 



There was a discussion about submitting a bid to the State Party to host the May 2016 Democratic State 
Convention.  The proposed venue is the Wind River Hotel and Casino in Riverton.  Bruce Palmer will 
meet with Andi Clifford to discuss the feasibility of the proposal and to have Andi fill in the bid 
proposal form details if it is decided to proceed.  The bid proposal paperwork must be submitted to the 
State Party by October 15th.  Bruce commented that hosting the State Convention on the reservation 
might be a factor in our favor and a possible drawing card for more widespread attention.  The lack of 
alcohol service and room count may be drawback – workarounds include addition rooms at other local 
hotels and possibly hosting a reception at another venue where alcohol could be served. 
 
Perry Kaufman offered a motion to alternate meeting location between the Tribal College at Ethete and 
the Hudson Town Hall.  The motion was seconded by Rod Haper after some discussion the motion was 
approved unanimously.  Kathleen O'Leary offered to coordinate the newspaper meeting notices.  The 
next meeting will be at the Tribal College in Ethete on October 18th. 
 
Bruce Palmer noted that there is now a Bernie Sanders organizer in Wyoming and suggested that we 
consider inviting them to speak at our monthly meeting – possibly in October.  Bruce will pursue this. 
 
Following the discussion of the status of hate crime legislation for Wyoming there was some discussion 
of how minorities – specifically Native Americans – are systematically mistreated and discriminated 
against in Wyoming.  Perry Kaufman brought up the possibility of holding a public meeting to discuss 
and publicize these issues.  No specific action was taken on this topic. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Perry Kaufman and the meeting was adjourned by Chair Ron 
Howard at 6PM. 
 
Minutes respectfully taken and submitted by Rod Haper. 
 


