
DRAFT MINUTES 
December 18th 
Fremont County Democratic Party Regular Meeting 
 
Meeting called to order by Chairman Kevin Wilson at 1:25pm. 
Sergio Maldonado offered a prayer.  
 
Introductions were made--several new members attended. Twenty one party members were in 
attendance--including one new party member who just switched from the GOP to us! 
 
Minutes were not offered for approval. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Sandy Martinez offered a written report and offered a verbal year-end report. 2017 
was a good year for the county party. We opened a PO box in Hudson this year and collected 
$1050 through mailed in donations. These were all earmarked for the Tom Bell scholarship 
fund. We offered four scholarships through this fund. We adopted a two-mile stretch of highway 
between Hudson and Lander. We cleaned this stretch of highway twice with volunteer labor. 
This adoption demonstrates to county residents driving the highway that we are productive and 
helpful citizens of the county. Sandy asked for a volunteer to write a letter to the editor of the 
local or state papers illustrating how Wyoming Democrats contribute to making Wyoming a 
better place. We will work in 2018 to elect more local Democrats--and we need financial and 
time commitments from all party members. Consider making a recurring monthly donation to the 
county party through the website (Turnfremontblue.com). Recurring donations provide a stable 
stream of revenue we can use to budget for financing candidate campaigns. Sandy is open to 
constructive feedback enhancing the transparency of the treasurer’s report and asked for 
suggestions to make the report easier to read and understand. None were offered. Sandy was 
thanked for her hard work. 
 
Sue Bell Milby moved the Treasurer’s report be accepted, Gary seconded, motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Old Business 
Coordination with WDP about grant funding and organizing 
Kevin shared the response of the Wyoming Democratic Party (WDP) to our letter regarding 
coordination with our county party around organizing and grant possibilities. The WDP executive 
director Dean Ferguson  is applying for a state party innovation grant, which could help fund an 
organizer on the Wind River Indian Reservation. The WDP has committed to funding an 
organizer on the WRIR in summer 2018. Kevin will distribute the full text of the response from 
Dean Ferguson and Chairman Joe Barbuto. 
 
Native American Caucus 

http://turnfremontblue.com/


Sergio Maldonado offered a report from the first ever meeting of the Wyoming Democratic Party 
Native American Caucus. Attendance was low though Sergio feels that citizens on the WRIR 
are well informed about local, state, and national issues. There could be 5-7000 age-eligible 
voters on the WRIR, which underlines the importance of organizing on the reservation for 
candidates, voter registration, and get-out-the-vote. Residents on the WRIR are looking for state 
policy change. Healthcare is a major concern. Candidate recruitment is also necessary. Bruce 
Cook offered that attendance was low due to other events and the scheduling of the next 
caucus meeting will need to be sensitive to schedules on the Reservation--both leadership from 
the tribal councils and citizens. We discussed the efficacy of canvassing by allies and by Native 
volunteers--some felt any volunteer would be effective and others believed Native canvassers 
would be more effective. We agreed to getting more volunteers and more Native volunteers 
involved--and to canvass with cultural sensitivity. Sergio will assemble a list of volunteers for 
canvassing--including Bruce Cook. Perry asked how allies could be more effective canvassers 
on the WRIR. Kevin offered that the Native American caucus would provide talking points and 
issue education for canvassers. Sergio will assemble a schedule of reservation events for 
tabling by the Native American caucus and/or the Fremont County Democrats and will help 
Kevin find an appropriate date for the next caucus meeting. As county chairman and to enhance 
county and state coordination, Kevin will help in a transitory way until caucus leadership is 
elected and the state party can work directly with the caucus leadership. It will be essential for 
the WDP native caucus and the county party to collaborate and be in close communication.  
 
Mary Throne (Democratic Gubernatorial candidate) 
Julia reported that she has twice invited Mary to attend a FCD meeting and will continue to try to 
schedule a date for Mary to join us. 
 
Larry Wallace moved and Perry Kaufman  seconded to close old business discussion. Passed 
unanimously. 
 
New Business 
Gary Trauner 
Kevin is in communication with the Gary Trauner campaign and will try to get Gary to attend a 
meeting. https://traunerforwy.com/ 
  
Local engagement 
In terms of getting more engaged with local issues and organizing, Kevin asked that precinct 
committeepeople gather to strategize and create materials for door-to-door canvassing. Larry 
advised that this meeting be made a regular recurring date and time. The precinct people could 
meet directly after every county meeting. The Teton County democratic party would like to 
combine with us for a day of action in Dubois. Kevin and the Teton chair will create lists in 
votebuilder of citizens in Dubois who may be inclined to vote Democratic. This day of action is 
Saturday, January 27th. More details will be available at the January 21st FCD meeting. Margie 
Farias has a Wyoming Promise petition holder in Dubois who may be able to help.  
 

https://traunerforwy.com/


Kevin asked for those present to think of candidate recruitment. Fremont County elections 
webpage has information about elected positions and terms. In particular, Kevin would like 
county positions and commissioners to be challenged by Democratic candidates; also Riverton, 
Pavilion, and Lander city council and mayors; as well as state legislators. Sergio noted that all 
six seats on the Northern Arapaho Business Council are open for elections.  
 
Drinking Liberally hosted an inaugural gathering in Lander that brought in 45 participants. Issues 
were shared for local engagement and new activists were identified. Drinking Liberally will be 
regularly held. Precinct committeepeople will be able to meet activists in their precincts and 
should consider attending. Getting Democrats elected is our most essential 
work--fundraising for candidates and organizing for them.  
 
Vice-chair 
Marie Kranz, our vice-chair, has accepted a temporary position with the USPS in Mammoth Hot 
Springs in Yellowstone National Park. Marie is willing to continue to serve as vice-chair or is 
willing to be replaced. Perry believes we should have a vice-chair who is present for meetings in 
case the chair is absent. No one knew exactly what the bylaws would require for electing a new 
vice-chair or a temporary substitute. Perry moved that we thank Marie for her service, ask for 
her resignation, and hold an election for a replacement. Seconded by Larry. Passed 
unanimously. Kevin will check bylaws and hold an election for vice-chair on January 21. Several 
members present will consider a formal nomination. Sandy will post the vacancy to the 
Happenings section and Kevin will post to Facebook.  
 
Generating more awareness of our meetings and events 
Our meetings are posted on the Events tab at turnfremontblue.com. However, some people 
may not search for the website or find out the meeting schedule. The Riverton Ranger, Lander 
Journal, and Wind River News lists our meeting in the Happenings section. The email list is 
used to inform those who have signed up already. We brainstormed other ways to share our 
schedule to get new people involved. Kevin asked for volunteers to form a communications 
committee to explore new platforms and costs for raising awareness of our meetings. Shari, 
Chance, Jane and Bruce volunteered. Radio may be a possibility. Bruce offered that the WDP’s 
communications committee has a strategic plan for approaching county level communications 
and this could be helpful. Also, our mailchimp email list is larger than the email list that receives 
minutes and meeting alerts and we should send meeting alerts to that larger list. FCD Facebook 
could be better utilized--and would benefit from consistency and local-level news and issues--as 
well as our events!! There are four administrators who can post to FB: Bruce Palmer, Marie 
Kranz, Kevin Wilson and Marjane Ambler. Linda Ollinger is an editor. A set of protocols for 
posting or fewer administrators would ensure consistency and local focus. Larry brought up that 
the English Muffin location has a provided a nice meeting setting. He asked that a holiday 
meeting picture be taken for the website, social media, and perhaps for the newspaper. Social 
media advertising is affordable and should be used.  
 
Resistance to President Trump’s presidency 



Larry spoke of his concerns for the tax plan that may be imminently passed. He asked for 
volunteers to make signs for a pre-holiday protest on Tuesday at Senator Barrasso’s office in 
Riverton. Those interested will plan with Larry after the meeting. Others are encouraged to send 
letters and make calls to Sen. Barrasso and Sen. Enzi. 
 
Next meeting 
The next meeting will be January 21st from 1pm-3pm at the English Muffin Bakery in Hudson 
(the old El Toro building). Please try to arrive early if you’d like to order food or beverages 
(support our local businesses!). 
 
Perry moved to adjourn, Julia seconded, passed unanimously.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Julia Stuble, Fremont County State Committeewoman. 


